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BAIL AMENDMENT BILL 2022 

Third Reading 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [11.03 am]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a third time. 

I wish to thank the members in the chamber for their support for the Bail Amendment Bill 2022 during both the 
second reading debate and consideration in detail. 

During consideration in detail, the member for Moore queried whether the Director of Public Prosecutions had 
requested any changes to the definition of “sexual offence” at clause 4 of the bill and section 3 of the Bail Act. The 
member for Moore indicated that he had been advised that this was the case. I am able to confirm that although no 
changes were requested to the definition of “sexual offence” at clause 4, the then DPP recommended the inclusion 
of an additional offence in schedule 2 of the Bail Act, clause 10 of the bill, which of course deals with serious 
offences, as we discussed yesterday. So, there was no amendment to the definition as such, but there was an additional 
offence to be included in schedule 2. The DPP’s recommendation for the additional offence in schedule 2 was 
taken up, and section 101 of the Children and Community Services Act 2004 was added to schedule 2 as a serious 
offence. The DPP’s advice was that her office had charged parents and guardians with it in the past and thus it was 
recommended for inclusion in the schedule of serious offences. This information was provided to the shadow 
Attorney General, Hon Nick Goiran, in his briefing. I trust that that answers the question raised by the member for 
Moore, and I thank him for his contribution to consideration in detail in examining this bill. 
I thank the opposition and all members of the chamber for their support of this bill. I note that the bill will give 
extra protections for the victims of child sexual abuse, in early court proceedings in which the accused is applying 
for bail, by specifically mandating that the court must take into account any concerns the child has for their safety 
et cetera, as discussed yesterday. I thank the members and the chamber. 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [11.06 am]: I rise to make a brief contribution 
to the third reading of the Bail Amendment Bill 2022. I thank the Attorney General for the time he took to explain 
the aspects of the bill that I asked about. I would also like to put on the record my thanks to his advisers for their 
patience in going through some of those matters. We were interrupted by question time and other things, so it was 
quite a lengthy period for those people. Of course, the Attorney General moved an amendment with a couple of 
insertions yesterday, hence we could not complete the third reading and pass the bill yesterday. 
I have not had a chance to comment generally on the bill since the second reading debate. Throughout the second 
reading debate, I found it interesting to listen to the comments made by members of the legal fraternity about 
the history surrounding the bill. In particular, the member for Mount Lawley gave a very detailed outline of the 
background of the bill, which makes for some interesting reading for anyone who wants to get an understanding 
of where some of these matters have been drawn from. 
I was a little disappointed by the commentary about the shadow Attorney General and the questioning of his motives. 
He is undoubtedly someone who would be very keen to see children protected as much as possible under the law, 
and I put that on the record as well. No doubt he will be able to further explain his views and concerns when the 
bill gets to the other place, which I understand will probably be in the next session of Parliament, in September. There 
will be an opportunity for that discussion to go forward from there. 
I will conclude by once again thanking the Attorney General and his advisers for their patience and their explanations 
throughout consideration in detail. The opposition will not be opposing the legislation, and I sincerely hope that 
the legislation does do what the Attorney General has suggested it will in leading to further protections for children 
throughout Western Australia, from this point going forward, when bail applications are being considered. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
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